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Grade B-         		
• 	 Drug abuse arrests have continued to rise in Lane County and are 

still much higher than Oregon and the U.S.
•	 Addressing adult felony violent crime continues to be a high pri-

ority with violent crime contradicting the Oregon and U.S. trend 
and rising slightly

• 	 Serious property crime is dropping but Lane County still ranks 
among the worst in the U.S.

• 	 The high rate of adult drug abuse, with arrest rates far exceeding 
Oregon or the U.S., contributes to higher rates of property crime

• 	 After extremely high rates of child abuse victimization, this indi-
cator had dropped below Oregon and the U.S. and continues to 
move slowly downward

Grade F      		
• 	 The system’s capacity to address crime decreased while popula-

tion increased
• 	 The number of law enforcement officers per 1,000 population 	

remains below Oregon and far below the U.S.
• 	 123 jail beds are closed due to lack of staffing
• 	 Releases due to jail overcrowding have decreased 
• 	 DA felony intakes per prosecutor have gone down slightly due to 

fewer felony arrests
• 	 The system is not able to adequately address many types of crime

Grade B  		   
• 	 The grade dropped from an A to a B in part because Lane County’s 

rate of arrests per officer is dropping while Oregon’s rate of 
arrests per officer is rising in both property and violent crimes

• 	 The rate of arrests to reported violent crime is moving rapidly 
upward

• 	 At the same time, the rate of arrests to reported property crimes 
is going down

• 	 The percent of both felony and misdemeanor cases brought to 
trial that are successfully prosecuted in a timely fashion is higher 
than Oregon and increasing
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Grade D      		
• 	The grade improved from an F to a D in this category because in 

some areas Lane County is better than Oregon or the U.S. and con-
tinues improving

• 	The percent of felony offenders failing probation supervision is 
lower than the Oregon rate for the first time in six and a half years

• 	The percent of individuals failing to appear for court events remains 
very high

• 	Offenders still are often not held accountable; in 2006, over 3,000 
adult inmates were released annually from jail due to overcrowding
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The system improved in the area of 
crime and safety with the exception 
of pervasive drug abuse and the con-
tinued high rate of serious property 
crime. The county’s adult drug abuse 
arrest rate continues to exceed both 
Oregon and U.S. rates, though it is 
dropping slightly.

Drug Abuse Arrest Rate per 10,000 Adults

Rate of Reported Serious, 
Violent Crime per 10,000 Population

Rate of Reported Serious Property 
Crime per 10,000 Population

Serious Reported Crime in 2005 per 100,000 Population
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Property 
Crime

Violent 
Crime

Lane County’s Rank Among U.S. Counties of 100,000 to 1 Million Population
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For example, Lane 
County has more auto 
thefts per capita than 
98% of similar metro 
counties nationwide.



The criminal justice system in Lane County has too few law enforcement officers and funded 
jail beds. The District Attorney is prosecuting fewer crimes due to the loss of prosecutors. The 
number of capacity based releases from jail are continuing to decrease.

ADULT CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INDICATORS

Grade: F          

RESOURCES AND CAPACITY

Built vs. Funded Beds
Releases Triggered By Overcrowding 

as Percent of Lodgings

District Attorney Felony Intakes per Prosecutor

Because of budget 
constraints, the District 
Attorney’s Office stopped 
prosecuting most non-
violent misdemeanors 
in April 2005. In August 
2007 they started filing 
these cases again and 
offering offenders a 
speedy resolution if they 
successfully complete a 
correspondence course.  
The case load per attorney 
continues to be very large 
with the office still 9 or 10 
attorneys short of what 
they need according to a 
2004 American Prosecutors 
Research Institute study. 

“Percent of Lodgings” in the chart above is the number of Jail 
inmates released as a percent of all inmates housed at that time 
in the Lane County Jail.
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ADULT CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INDICATORS

Grade:  B          

Efficient and Effective Use of Resources

Grade:  D          

Justice and Accountability

The system is doing a good job with the available resources.  Law enforcement’s rate of arrests per reported 
crime remains higher than other areas of the U.S. At the same time, the number of law enforcement officers 
per 1,000 population is still lower than the Oregon rate and substantially below the U.S. rate. Lane County no 
longer has an Interagency Narcotics Enforcement Team, SWAT, nor resident deputies in rural communities.  

Rate of Arrests to Reports for Violent Crimes Rate of Arrests to Reports for Property Crimes

A very high number of offenders fail 
to appear for court. Re-offense rates 
for offenders on supervision are 
improving and have dropped below 
the Oregon rate.

1998 2000 2002

Lane 1 3 1

Oregon 1 2 1

U.S. 6 6 7

Average Jail Sentence 
in Months for All Felonies

3-Year Re-offense Rate for Felony 
Offenders on Probation Supervision

Percent of Individuals Who Fail to Appear for Court
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