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Executive Summary 

 
This review has two purposes. First, for the reasons described in the “Introduction” section of 
this report, the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) is required to review and evaluate 
the transportation planning processes in metropolitan areas with populations over 200,000 
persons no less than once every three years. Upon completion of the review and evaluation, the 
results must support a joint certification by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) that the transportation planning processes 
substantially meet federal planning regulations. The review covers actions by all agencies (State, 
MPO, transit operator, local governments) that are charged with cooperatively carrying out the 
processes on a daily basis. Failure to certify is significant as it can result in the withholding of 
USDOT funds. A second, but equally important reason for the review is to enhance the quality 
of the planning process and ensure that Federal projects can advance without delay. 
 
In February 2003, FHWA and FTA provided a preliminary list of review questions to the Lane 
Council of Governments, corresponding to the major topics shown in the table of contents of this 
report. The questions were drawn from federal regulatory requirements and set the stage for a 
later on-site review. 
 
In April of 2003, LCOG staff provided the USDOT review team with responses to the initial 
questions and copies of relevant documents such as agreements, and planning products. Using 
these materials, the review team developed a final agenda for the on-site review. 
 
On May 7-9, 2003 the federal review team conducted an on-site review which included meetings 
with MPO, transit district, state and local government staff; the MPO policy board and other 
elected officials; and a public meeting where comments on the planning process were sought. 
The body of this report documents the major findings, corrective actions, and recommendations 
of the review. “Corrective actions” describe activities needed to address conditions, which if 
left uncorrected, might result in failure to meet federal planning regulations and maintain 
USDOT certification. “Recommendations” are suggestions that may be considered to enhance 
processes that already meet minimum federal requirements. 
 
The outcome of this review is that the FTA and FHWA have jointly certified the planning 
process in the Central Lane Area, subject to the corrective actions and recommendations 
summarized below. 
 
Full text of all major findings, corrective actions, comments and recommendations can be found 
in the relevant sections of the report. 
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